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ing to crush me. The Speaker, at the head of a junto, met in
his chamber, canvassed and censured my order, and, interfering
with a matter which did not belong to him, sent a deputation
to Mr. Pelham to convey to him their opinion, and their deter-
mination to bring it before Parliament. This was only part of
their plan ; they wrote the most furious representations against
me to the Duke of Portland, and to others of high rank in
England. . . . After this there can be no mutual confidence.
In times so difficult it is next to impossible to separate the
civil and military business of the country; and with all the
wisdom, all the vigour, that can be shown, it is impossible for
any general to answer for success. Should, therefore, any one
thing go wrong, I could expect nothing but the fullest effects of
their resentment. . . . The abuses of all kinds I found here
can scarcely be believed or enumerated. I tried various
means with little success; it was necessary to speak out; the
order is strong, but be assured it was necessary. The way.in
which the troops have been employed, would ruin the best in
Europe. Here are 35,000 yeomanry, raised for the express
purpose of protecting the country. ... I therefore restricted
the troops to the standing orders of the kingdom, that their
discipline might be pursued if possible, and that the gentlemen
might be obliged to trust to the yeomanry, on whom they mast
ultimately depend in case the troops should be called away to
oppose a foreign enemy/l

I have quoted these passages at much length, as they have
a great historical importance. The resignation of Abercromby
completed the fatal policy which the recall of Lord Fitzwilliam
had begun, and it took away the last faint chance of averting a
rebellion. If the French had arrived, no human power could
have prevented a rising; but in the absence of French assistance.
it was perhaps still just possible that it might have been avoided.
Many and various influences concurred to produce, accelerate,
or extend it; but among them, the burning of houses, and
other lawless acts of military violence, which were countenanced
by the Government, had an undoubted part. The resignation
of a Commander-in-Chief, mainly because he endeavoured to
repress them, and because he had been censured for that
1 Dunfermline's Alercrorriby, pp. 108-110,112-114.
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